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The Canadian Government says: ** Have they considered: 
The “Universal Child Care Benefit” (UCCB) 
has been enhanced from $1,200 per year for 
each child under the age of six to $1,920 per 
child under the age of six 

 The benefit is taxed, which means that families do 
not receive the full amount 

 For most families $1,920 will only cover the 
following child care costs: 
 Infant & Toddler fees for less than two months 
 Preschool fees for approximately 2 months 

The “Universal Child Care Benefit” has been 
expanded so that parents with children aged 
6 through 17 will receive up to $720 per year, 
per child. 

 Child care costs for schoolage children requiring 
care before/after school range from approximately 
$4,000 - $5,500 

The UCCB allows parents to decide what is 
best for their kids.  Rather than try to apply a 
“one-size-fits-all” approach to caregiving, the 
UCCB lets parents choose how to spend their 
money. 

 By not recognizing the high costs for regulated 
child care, many families cannot afford to access a 
licensed child care centre; this, in fact, reduces 
choice for many families 

 Ontario has recently had a number of children who 
have died in unlicensed, unregulated care…….how 
can this be prevented when families can’t afford 
“choices” 

The UCCB may be for traditional caregiving 
costs like daycare or babysitting, or for other 
costs like program expenses, school 
supplies, or clothing.  Whether that choice is 
daycare, staying with a relative, or having 
Mom or Dad stay home, the decision rests 
with the parents. 

 Many families don’t have relatives who are able to 
care for their children 

 Many families want their children to attend early 
learning programs because they know the benefits 
for their child’s ongoing development, but many 
can’t afford it 

 Single-parent families don’t have a choice to stay 
at home and they rely on access to quality, 
licensed child care programs 

 Our economy needs both men and women in the 
workforce; the current system does not allow 
families to choose to have both parents working; it 
prevents that choice 

 51% of families receiving the UCCB have no child 
care expenses 

** This information has been taken directly from the “Tax Guide” distributed by Erin O’Toole, Member of 

Parliament, Durham 

 
Be sure to stay informed, ask questions, and be clear on what words really mean………. 
Providing a Child Care Benefit to families does not mean that we have a Child Care System 

that is accessible, affordable and that demonstrates high quality. 

 
WITH “TAX SEASON” UPON US, THE CANADIAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS REMINDING 

FAMILIES HOW THEY ARE HELPING YOU TO SAVE MORE.  BUT DO THESE “SAVINGS” 

REALLY HELP TO ADDRESS THE HIGH COST OF CHILD CARE? 


